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Rdered by the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral in ee aſſembled, That the ; 
: Thanks of this Houſe be, and are hereby. given to 
the Lord Biſbop of Cheſter, Jor the Sermon by 
bim preach d before their Lordſhips Yeſterday, in 
the Abbey-Church, Weſtminſter 5 and he is hereby 
deſired 15 cauſe the ſame to be Printed and Pub- 
liſhed. 
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Preach d before the 


| [Lords Spiritual and Temporal 


Parhament Aſembled, 


.M IN 
The Abbey- Church wemunuren, 
o N | 
Tueſday, January XXX. 1732. 


By the Right Reverend Father i in God, SAMUEL, 
1 Pro Lord Biſhop of CHESTER. 
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Think not that I am come to ſend Peace 
on the Earth; I am not come to ſend 
Peace, but a Sword, 
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N the firſt Part of this Chapter, we find 
our Blaſſed Saviour calling together his 
twelve Diſciples, and ſending them forth 
to preach the Goſpe/. And having given 
them power to heal the Sick, to cleanſe the 

Lepers,to raiſe the Dead, to caſt out Devils, and 

preſcrib' d ſome Rules for more effectually proſe- 

cuting that noble Undertaking, he proceeds to 
acquaint them with the Difficulties and Troubles 

chat would atrend them in the Diſcharge of that F 

important Office: I ſend you forth, ſays he, as Ver. 16. ; 

Sheep in the midſt of Wolves. Beware of Men, v. 17, 1 

for they will deliver you up to the Councils, and p 

they will ſcourge you in the Synagogues, and 

ye ſhall be brought before Governors, and Kings, 1 

for my ſake; and ye ſhall be hated of all "= v. 22. 
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A SERMON preach'd 


for my Name's ſake. If they call the Maſter of 


the Houſe Beelzebub, how much more ſhall they 
call thoſe of his Houſhold © ri 

By this, our Lord very plainly deelar d 
his Diſciples, that the faithful Diſcharge of their 
Duty, would expoſe them to the Rage of wicked 
Men; and that as he himſelf had met with coarſe 
Entertainment from them, they muſt not look for 
kinder Uſage. | 

But as God commonly mingles the Afflictions 
of his Servants with ſome more favourable Diſ- 
penſations, ſo to the foregoing Inſtances of Perſe- 
cution, our Saviour ſubjoyned great Encourage- 
ment to his Diſciples in the eta Work, to 
which he called them. Fear them not, ſays he; 


and, fear not them that kill the Body, but are not 


able to kill the Soul. And, again, he animates 


29, 30. 


mm 


them to their Duty, by aſſuring them of the 
conſtant Care and Providence of their heavenly 
Father; and the particular Regard which ſhould 
be ſhew'd to them for their Work ſake, in an after 
World. rl i ne Lam 

He certified them, that, the Eyes of God would 


be continually over them, and that he would one 


Day teſtify their Labour and Diligence before his 
_ who is in Heaven, in order to their eternal 

ecompence. Are not two Sparrows ſold for a 
Farthing, and one of them ſhall not fall to the 
a SL Ea Ground 


on the oth of January. 


Ground without your Father. * But the Hairs of 


3 


your Head are all numbered. Whoever therefore v. 32. 


* ſhall confeſs me before Men, him will I alſo confeſs 
© before my Father whuh is in Heaven. 

And to obviate every Occaſion of Offence, 
from what they ſhould meet with; and they 
might be preparing the Armour of Faith, and 
Patience, againſt the Day of Trial; he adviſed 
them not to entertain the leaſt Hope of better 
Things. He well knew what the Effect of their 
Miſſion would be to them. He foreſaw that the 
Doctrines and Precepts they were to preach, would 
be ungrateful to a blind and prejudic'd World; 
and conſequently, the Promulgers of them, muſt 
be the Objects of Contempt and Indignation: inſo- 
much, that if it had been the expreſs Will of our 
Saviour, that Perſecution ſhould” attend his Dif- 
ciples, (which could not be) they could not more 
certainly have been their Portion, that he foreſaw 
they would; which is what he couches in the 
Words now before: Think not, c. 

There is no Reaſon to infer from this Scripture, 


that the Holy Jeſus made himſelf the Author of 


all the Troubles, and manifold Calamiries, that 
fell on his immediate Followers, from the Hands 
of Jews or Gentiles: Nor can it from thence be 
collected with any Juſtice, that his Religion was 
the real Cauſe of them, not that the ſame Religion 
WEN B 2 hath 
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A SERMON- preacÞ'd. 
hath at any time ſince, afforded the leaſt juſt 
Occaſion for the never- to- be- ſufficiently lamented 
Heats and Animoſities, Diſtractions and Wars, 
that have been among Chriſtians. No! theſe 
Things cannot conſiſt with the Temper of ſo 
benign, and divine a Perſon as he was; nor with 
ſuch a good- natur d, and peaceable Inſtitution, as 
he came to eſtabliſh. | WP", 

The Meaning, therefore of the Text muſt be, 
that tho' our Lord was of the moſt gracious and 
beneficent Diſpoſition, and a perfect Pattern of 
Peace and Love; and tho' his Doctrines and 
Commands were entirely calculated to promote 
the Quiet of the Mind, and all the Comforts of 
outward Life to Mankind, in all ſucceſſive Gene- 
rations; yet ſo perverſe would the Spirits of Men 
be, ſo ſtrong their Corruptions, ſo powerful their 
Prejudices, ſo warm their Reſentments, ſo blind 
their Zeal, ſo extravagant their Paſſions, that they 
would defeat the End of the moſt admirable 
Example of Benevolence and Amity, and all thoſe 
Leſſons of mutual Forbearance, which the Son of 
God himſelf came to lay before them; and that 
the Preaching the very Goſpel of Peace would 
eventually occaſion Diviſions, and even Outrages, 
Cruelty, and Murder s. Rs 
la the Proſecution of the Subject, I propoſe 
to acquit our Bleſſed Saviour, and his Holy Re- 

| 1 ligion 


22 yr 7 lanbary 


ligion, from being the real Cauſe of any of that 
Malignity: Thoſe Miſchiefs, and ſcandalous Pro- 
ceedings, which have at any tits prevailed among 

rofeſs d Cbtiſtians: to metition ſome of the real 
Eaules of ſuch Miſeries; and then make uſe of this 
Scripture with Regard to the Calamities of thoſe 
Times, and the deteſtable Act, we this Day « com- 
memorate; and obſerve the Influence it ſhould 
have on us of the preſent Generation. 

The Enemies of Reveal d Religion, and Ad- 
vocates for Infidelity, are very ſolicitous to ad- 
vance all. poſſible Objections againſt Chriſtianity , 
and take hold of every Handle to render” i cba 
temptible, and unneceſſary. ' - 

As the Heathens of old, -aſcrib'd all hk pub⸗ 
lick Calamities they felt, to the Chriſtians among 
them, and took occaſion from thence to traduce 
their Religlon, and act all their Fury againſt their 
perſons; ſo the Infidels in all Ages fi aer, have 
charg d Chriſtianity with the worſt of Characters, 
on purpoſe to rid the World of it, and them. 
Wiich chis View they cull out all choſe Expreſ- 
G ons in the ſacred 'Writings, which they deem in- 
conſiſtent with Reaſon, and a Diſparagement to 
Almighty God, whom we- affirm to be the Au- 
thor * them. By this, they flatter themſelves 
with Safety in their Infidelity ; and repreſent us 
as over Credulous, in aſſerting the Articles of our 


Holy 


merit from us. | 


old as the 
eation. 


A -S-R-R M ON: preach'd 
holy Faith, and defending the Divine Authority 
of the Stripteres:.:: idol od oo 
In like manner they proceed, in reſpect to ſun- 
dry Occurrences of Providence, to the Chr tian 
Parts of the World eſpecially: Which they tell 
us, reflect ſtrongly on our Religion, and would 
never be ſuffered to come to paſs, it Chriſtianity 


o 


proceeded from an infinitely. wiſe and good 


3 


and was ſo excellent an Inſtitution, as it is fai 
to be e Gs 

| Becauſe there have been, and now. are, great 
Heats: and Diviſions among Chriſtians, and be- 
cauſe thoſe Things have ſometimes produced very 
deplorable Effects, they conclude, that the Chriſ- 
tian Religion cannot be Heaven- born, nor its 
Laws deſerve that Regard which ſome affirm they 


Theſe great Maſters of Reaſon, and Argument 
(as they would be thought) ſuppoſe, that if the 
Goſpel was of God, it would not be attended 
with ſuch Diſtractions as it is; or elſe it muſt 
follow that God is to be charg d with them; 
becauſe they who profeſs the Goſpel are the In- 
ſtruments and Actors in thoſe Confuſions. 

It is on this Foundation, (a Foundation > nl 
able enough to the Superſtructure of Infidelity,) 


-i2::nitychat a late Writer c arges the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity as the real Cauſe of all the Perſecu- 
tions 


on pho goth of January. 
tions which Chriftians have at any Time acted 
againſt one another: Which is juſt as true, as that 
the Sun is the natural Cauſe of every Villainy that 
is done under the Light of it. e e 

But this Man, and others of the ſame Stamp, 
would not thus raſhly condemn our Faith, nor 
argue in ſuch unreaſonable manner, if they con- 
Gher'd things more calmly, and judg'd with leſs 
Partiality. | E TH Ot 

For, Is it Chriſtianity only, that has been at- 
tended with theſe Evils? Have we never heard 
of Confuſions and Cruelties among Infidels? 

Beſides if this be a juſt way of arguing, we 
muſt deny that God made the world; 'we muſt 
blame Him for introducing Mankind on the Face 
of the Earth; and charge the Almighty with Folly, 
and Weaknels, for planting an Inclination in Hu- 
man Nature to Society; becauſe all ſorts of 
Wickedneſs are conſequent to thele Things. © 

The juſt Anſwer to fuch vile Arguments is, 
That God is no Stranger to any of the exorbitant 
Paſſions, or wicked Extravagancies which affli& 
the World; and which may ſeem, at firſt Sight, 
to proceed from the Works of His Hand. 

God well knew; what would come to pals 
when he eſtablifh'd the Foundation of the Earth, 
and placed Man upon it. Our Saviour, as God, 
knew what was m Man, and perfectly foreſa john ii. 
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4 what would follow, che Promulgation of ks Goff 


to all Nations. As he /knew' - the Difficulties 
Chriſtianity would have to ſtruggle with, againſt 
9 inveterate Powers of Ignorance and Idolatry, 

efore it cou'd make any conſiderable Progreſs; 
ſo he underſtood that many who would profeſs 
his Religion afterwards, would indulge their vile 
Luſts, and be hurried on by unruly Paſſions, to 
commit all manner of Violence, to the Scandal of 
the Chriſtian Name, and the Deſtruction of that 
Peace, - which otherwiſe wou'd be the natural Pro- 
duct of his Religion. But, notwithſtanding the 
lamentable Iſſues of Men's unbridled Appetites, 
no juſt Charge of Guilt lies againſt our Lord; 
nor is the leaſt Blame due to his holy Inſtitution. 
God's Foreſight impoſes no Neceſſity on Second 
Cauſes. He had Foreknowledge of the Angelical 
Apoſtacy z and the ſubſequent Fall of Man; but 
that Knowledge could not oblige Him not to 
create either Men, or Angels; nor can the Tranſ- 
greſſion of either, with any Colour of Equity, be 
imputed to Him. 

Nor is our Saviour, God bleſſed for ever, or 
his Inſtitution, blameable, becauſe we ſee Things 
unworthy of both, done by thoſe, who name his 
Name, and profeſs his Revelation. Such Things 
cannot fairly be aſcribed to Chriftzanity ; becauſe 
it is certain, Chriſtzanity condemns them; es 

tends 


The Law is boly, and juſt, and good,” notwith- 
ſtanding Men tranſgreſs it. The greateſt Bleſſings 
to Mens Bodies, and Souls, are too frequently per- 
verted; while thoſe Bleſſings remain, 2 
they are; and will be Monuments of Divine Be- 


nignity, tho ſome Perſons turn them to the Diſ- 


honour and Injury of the Benefactor. 
Far be it from us therefore, to entertain a hard 


Thought of God, or his Holy Mord, becauſe ſome 


who call themſelves Chriſtians are obſtinate, high- 
minded, full of Envy, unpeaceable, unjuſt, even 
to ſuch a degree, that if Religion kindled thoſe 
Paſſions, or puſhed them on to indulge themſelves 
in them, they would not more effectually be in- 
fluenced by them. | 

_ Had Chriſtianity never appear d in the World, 
Mankind would have been far from being in a 
better Condition than they are; nay, we are ſure, 
their Condition muſt have been far worſe; greater 
Hurries, and Confuſions, would have been among 
them. For how little Influence ſoe ver the Goſpel 
has over ſome, yet, God be thanked, many (very 
many) are under happy Checks and Reſtraints by it. 


Tho all who name the Name of Chriſt do not 


depart from Iniquity, as they ought to do; yet 
there are great Numbers, on whom that venera- 


s + © 


* 9 = 2 D 4 8 p . ", N he * ' WY * n % * ©. 1 

— ** 5 — hace > - ww ( Pt 8 . 1 

4 © % bs” - Vs * . - 
- » * . 7 * q 
o : wo 1 P l - 
L * = _ - 
| += 4 5 Bis. -Y os = 
0 », * & * - FA g * * a e *. * 4 
1 

YU 
1 


tends directly to prevent the commiſſion oſ them. 
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ble Name has a powerful; and bleſſed Influence. 
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10 A SERMON preacbd 
Nothing is more certain, than that Chriſtianity 
has many ſtrong Moti ves to promote Peace, and 
Unity, which the dim Light of Nature could 
never diſcover; and whatever Averſion to Peace 
may appear in ſome Profeſs d Chriſtians, there are 
not wanting others who ſtudy to be quiet, who 
ſeek Peace and enſue it. 

Great Pity, indeed, it is, that ſo Peaceable an 
Inſtitution as the Goſpel ſhould not have a kindly 
Operation on every Soul that profeſſeth Subjection 
to it. It is, in Truth, a Reproach to our Re li- 
gion, and a Shame to that Chriſtian, where it 
has not. x99] 

Was there any Defect in the Religion of Chriſt, 
to induce Men to this Duty, ſomewhat might be 
urg'd for tranſgreſſing it. But can this be faid 
with any Shadow af Truth 2 Qr 1s there the leaſt 

| Foundation to arraign the Goſpel as giving En- 

| couragement to diſturb the Quiet of any one Man, 
and much leſs the Tranquillity of Society ? 

If we conſider the Light in which this excellent 
Duty ſtands to us Chriſtians, it will appear with 
| the greateſt Luſtre, ſupparted by the ſtrongeſt 
| Arguments, and attended with the higheſt Induce» 
| ments. | Ty 
I.. Xiii. It is enjoin d by ſolemn and repeated Com 
| mands. Live in Peace. Bu at Peace among 
| 2 your ſelves. Follow Peace with all Men. 


il. 14. 


hat- 
ever 
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on the goth of January. 
ever is the Occaſion of preventing, or interrupting 
it, is remov d by the expreſs Laws of our Reli 
gion: as Hatred, Emulation, Revenge, Injuſtice, 
Abuſe of Power, and Abuſe of Liberty. 

The very Seeds of Strife are taken away by the 
Goſpel. All ſecret Grudgings, and malevolent 

Dilpoſitions, are forbidden; and a ſincere Bene- 
volence is taught by our great Lawgiver. 

It is indeed, the Excellency of the Goſpel Diſ> 
penſation, to plant Religion in all its Branches in 
the Soul of Man; firſt, to fix it there, and lay 
the Foundation of it deep, that the Superſtructure 
of all its outward Acts, may be more effectually 
ſecur'd. of Tor 

And this Method is agreeable to the infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God; becauſe the faireſt 
Profeſſion of Religion can never guard us againſt 

the Power of Temptations, if it is not actuated by 
a vital Principle of Grace, k | | 

Nor; hath Chriſtianity only provided for graft= | 
ing Peace in the Hearts of irs Profeſſors, bur hath 
annex d the greateſt Promiſes to it. The peculiar ö 

Preſence of God always accompanys it. They f 
who Iwo? in Peace will have the God of Peace 2 Cork 
with hem; and Pence makers are dignified with rr. 
the Character of His. Children. It is one of the Mar. x 

neceſſary Preparatives for a future, as well as an 
ingredient in our preſent Happiness. jk 

15577990 iſe And 
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A SERMON: preach'd. 
And, what more natural Connection than be- 
tween the Soul influenc d by ſtrong Affection to 
the univerſal Welfare of Mankind, and the good 
Accord that is in Heaven? Inahe Regions above, 
there is no ill Intention towards others; and a Pro- 
portion of that Temper in the preſent Life, is 


neceſſary to fit us for a Reception there. It is, 


indeed, the very Nature and Deſign of the Chrif- 
tjan Diſpenſation to ſhew the Dependance of an 
after Felicity, on the Frame of our Spirits, and 
the Conduct of our Lives in this World. By 
that we are requir d to diveſt our ſelves of every 
Thing that will incapacitate us for the Favour of 
God in both Worlds; and a few ſerious Reflecti- 
ons will convince us, that nothing can do that 
more effectually, than the want of Love, and 
Peace, and a Spirit of Hatred, Detraction, and 
Revenge. 

Nor is it the leaſt Argument in favour of this 
great Duty, that we have the Pattern of the Son 
F God ſet before us for our Imitation. It is a 
peculiar Mercy, that the Author of our Religion 
hath not only preſerib d the beſt Laws, and given 
the greateſt Promiſes for ſecuring our Duty in this, 
as well as other Reſpects, but hath walked before 
us in the Paths of Quietneſs, and Love, and the 
Practice of every Virtue tending to the Repoſe of 
the World. As he was the great Peace- maker 

Jy kw between 
3. 
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between God, and Man, by the Merits of his 
Croſs, ſo is he a ſhining Example of Love, and 
mutual Forbearance, to all Generations. The 
very ſame Peace he enjoyed, and exerciſed him- 
ſelf, he left to all his Followers. His Legacy to | 
them was, My Peace I leave with you ; my Peace John N 
I give unto yon; not as the World giveth, give I © | 
unto you. He bequeathed a laſting Quietneſs to 
his Diſciples; and laid down ſuch Principles, and 
directed to ſuch Behaviour, as will not fail to pro- 
duce it, if ſincerely obſerved. - Our Lord has 
founded Peace on a ſttict Regard to Honour, and 
Virtue; not as the World founds it, on mere 
ſecular Advantage, and carnal Views. 1 
Nor, is it undeſerving aur Notice, that the 3 
Laws of Peace, which our Religion hath eſtabliſh d, 
oblige Men in all Capacities and States of Life; 
the Rich, and the Poor, the Prince, and the b 
Subject; thoſe who rule, as well as thoſe to be | 
ruled; every Man in his private and publick Ca- 
pacity ; every Head, and every Member of Soci- 
ety, are to be influenced by thoſe Laws, which 
Chriſtianity has wiſely ſettled for their mutual 
Welfare. So far is the Chriſtian Religion from 
introducing any Principle, or teaching any Doc- 
trine, that leads to diſturb the Peace of the World, 
that it hath conſulted the Happineſs of it in thar 
Point as far as it is poſſible. Our Lord hath ap- 
410. proved _ 


A SERMON: -preath'd. 
proved of Government, and good Order, in all 
Communities; and appointed Means that will 
ſtrongly promote it. He hath fixed ſuch Rules 
of Juſtice, and Forgiveneſs, and aſſiſting one ano- 
ther, as, if carefully obſerved, cannot Fil of pre- 
ſerving a general Eaſe and Safety. He hath not 
(it is confeſſed) ſettled any one particular Form, 
or Model of Government for all People. He 
found Mankind under various Adminiſtrations of 
that Nature, and left them ſo. He hath eſtabliſhed 
Rules for governing all Countries, all Societies 
well, whatever their particular Form of Gavern- 
ment is; and hath done this, with conſummate 
Wiſdom, and Prudence. | 25 
It appears by the Goſpel Inſtitution that what 
belongs immediately to God, and is the proper 
Subject of Chriſt's Dominion, is exempt from all 
human Power, and Controul over it. The 
great Duties of Religion bind us merely by divine 
Appointment. The Dictates of Conſcience, rec- 
tified by due Conſideration, are not ſubject to 
human Cognizance; nor hath any earthly Power a 
Right to puniſh on that Account, hi le they do not 
affect the Peace of the World, nor the juſt Claims 
of other Perſons. Nin 1 banal 
But then, whatever falls under the Notice of 
the Civil Powers is ſubject to them, by the ſarne 
Authority which frees the other from it. Earthily! 
| Powers 


on the zorb of January. 44 
Powers are from God, they are bis Ordinance, and | 
wwe are to be ſubjeft to them, not only for Wrath, Rom xiil 54 
but alſo for Conſcience ſake. | 

And the more effectually to ſecure the Quiet of 
the World, the Spirit of God hath laid before us 
the great End, and Deſign of Civil Government. 
This 1s fairly exhibired to us by the Apoſtle, that 
the Bleſſings which attend a willing Obedience, 
may be comfortably enjoy d. This End of Go- 
vernment, is the Welfare of Society; and to catry 
on this noble End, Proviſion is made tor all mu- 
tual and good Offices; and for the reſpective Fe- 
licity of Men in all Conditions. All Oppreſſion, 
and Tyranny, over Inferiors is cut off; and all un- 
dutiful Behaviour to Superiors is removd. The 
Protection of Life, and all juſt Property is made 
the Right of the Subject: And the highelt Regard, 
is no leſs ſecured, to all in Authority. Chriſti- 
anity hath eſtabliſhed Liberty, without Licentiouſ- 
neſs; and ſettled Authority, without Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion. 

And what leſs than the Bleſſing of Peace could 
be the Reſult of a Conduct agreeable to theſe Ap- 
pointments of Chriſtzanity” and how plain is it, 
that the Want of ſuch Behaviour, on one Side, 
or the other, deprives Society of that ineſtimable 
Happineſs-2 The unwarrantable Extemt of Power, 
and an illegal Oppoſition to it, have been the 1 
: auſe 
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Cauſe of all thofe publick Miſchiefs which have at 
any Time afflicted States, and Kingdoms : And- 
whilſt any Governors will uſe their Power, or any 
Subjects will allow themſelves in ſuch Principles, 
or act in ſuch Manner, as muſt defeat the good 
Ends of Government, Society cannot be happy; 
but Confuſion, and every evil Work will be the 
Conſequence. LET 
[ ſhall cloſe this Head by obſerving that the In- 
tent of the Goſpel is, not to compel Men to live 
in Peace; but to recommend the Duty by the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments ; and that whatever Courſe 
Men will purſue, God will glorify his own Wiſ- 
dom, Juſtice, and Goodnels, 1n the Government 
of the World; and when his Time comes, will 
reward thoſe who have followed the Things that 
| make for Peace; and ſeverely reckon with them, 
whole reſtleſs Spirits have at any Time turned the 
World upſide e 9 
The Religion of She ſtanding thus clear of 
contributing to any Confuſions, I ſhall inquire a 
little into the Riſe, and Cauſes of thoſe Evils. 
The Original of theſe, as of all other Evils 
under the Sun, is the Apoſtacy of human 
Nature. 018 eee 10 mog 
By this, Mankind is wretchedly corrupted, 
and from that Corruption have flowedall our Mi- 
ſeries. By this Means, our Paſſions are become 
| O18 exor- 
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exorbitant; and Reaſon, which ſhould be our 
Guide, is too oft overborn by Luſt, and 
Appetite. Rar: 4 

On this Account it is, that an inſpired Writer 
ſays, Whence come Wars and Fightings among you, Jam. iv. 
come they not hence, even of your Luſts which war | 
in your Members? There is a War in our ſelves, 
before there is a War with others. We have a 
Strife at Home, that precedes unjuſt Contention 
with our Neighbour. The Laws of the rational 
Nature are trampled on by particular Perſons, be- 
fore the ſocial Life is made troubleſome. 

Ic would carry us very far to look into every 
Spring of thoſe: publick Strifes which have been 
in palt Ages, as well as our own. Before I take 
Notice of any of them in particular, I would 
obſerve, that there are two general Cauſes of open, 
and publick Quarrels. One, are bad Principles, 
the other are unruly Paſſions. By the firſt, I 
mean all ſuch Principles of Religion, and Policy, 
as have a natural Tendency to unſettle the Quiet 
of Societies, both Eccleſiaſtical, and Civil. 

It is obvious that there are Tenets relating to 
Religion which look ſtrongly that Way ; ſuch, as 
an univerſal Monarchy in the Church; a Power 
in the Church over the State; an abſolute Obe- 
dience to the Doctrines of Men; or a Power in 

F | ir! ſome 
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ſome to bind the Conſciences of others by infallible 
Determinations. _ * FF DUES 
On the other Hand, there are Principles no 
leſs unjuſtifiable; ſuch as, the rejecting any regu- 
lar Call to the Miniſtry of the Church; ihe De- 
nial of all Church Authority; and extinguiſhing 
all Power, for the good otic the Publick Ad- 
miniſtrations of Religion: The Unlawtulneſs of 
ſubmitting to Things indifferent in the Worſhip: 
of God, when enjoyn'd as indifferent, by publick 
Authority : The holding an unbounded Liberty in 
Church Government and publick Worſhip, with- 
out Regard to the laudable Cuſtoms of Antiquity, 
or the preſent Circumſtances of Times: maintain- 


ing mere private Sentiments againſt the univerſal 


Judgment of Chriſtians in all Ages; and rejecting 
every Thing in Church Communion, which is 
not expreſſy appointed in the Word of God, tho 
not repugnant to the ſacred Oracles. Theſe, and 
other Opinions are inconſiſtent with good Order, 
and there cannot be Peace and Harmony in religi- 
ous Societies where they become predominant. 

In like manner, we may take Notice of ſome 
Principles relating to Civil or Political Matters; 
ſuch as the aſſerting an arbitrary Power in the 
Prince, where a legal Liberty, and Property in the. 
Subject, are part of the Conſtitut ion: The Doc- 
trine of abſolute bereditary Right: A Doctrine, 
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whüch if attempted, to be put in Execution; 
would ſoon ſet all the World together by the Ears: 
That a A* „ (a free People) hath no Right 
to ſave it felt from impending Ruin; which is 
to deny that Juſtice to a Nation, that is allow d to 
every private Perſon; that ſome Oaths are not 
binding, though acknowledged to be lawful at the 
Time of taking them: And, in Truth, ſuch is the 
Behaviour of ſome, towards the preſent happy 
Government, that an honeſt Man cannot help 
thinking, that they hope to atone for taking the 
Oaths, by a previous Reſolution never to keep 
then. 1 | 

Theſe are Maxims which unhinge all publick 
Secutity, muſt create juſt Jealouſies, and have a 
ſtrong Tendency to confound the World. 
Nor is there leſs Evil in other Principles which 
affect civil Government. That there is no King 
but Jeſus, once fill d many enthuſiaſtick Heads: 
as did a levelling Principle, to the Deſtruction of 
all private Right, and conſequently to the Ruin 
of all Government: That the King is accountable 
for all Mal- Adminiſtrations, and may be capitally 
puniſh' d, hath not only been taught, but put in 
Execution, tho his Perſon is facred by the Laws 
of the Kingdom. Theſe Opinions, like others, 
have been the Occafion of deadly Miſchiefs ; for 
when ſuch Principles in Religion, and Politicks, 
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are rooted in the Mind, and become united with 
ungovern d Paſſions, the Havock attending them 
mult be grievous. | 
I ſay, ungovern'd Paſſions, becauſe theſe are 
another Cauſe of publick Diſturbances, and fatal 
Quarrels. | 1 7150 | 
Reſtleſs Ambition, and Thirſt after boundleſs 
Power; a Reſolution to break thro' what ſome call 
the Fetters of Laws; a ſtrong Deſire to cruſh all 
who do not pay Obedience to a ſingle Will, have 
hurry'd ſome to ſuch Exceſſes, as have cauſed in- 
expreſſible Miſeries. or 
When once a Scene of Confuſion hath begun 
to open, Men of ſuch Views think they have an 
Opportunity of proſecuting them ; and will leave 
no Stone unturn'd to accompliſh their End. This 
hath made ſome to wade thro” Fields of Blood, 
and ſacrifice the juſt Rights of other Men, to gra- 
tify their own Ambition. 
Pride alſo, hath had no ſmall Hand in the Di- 
ſtractions of the World. Self-Eſteem hath made 
ſome Governors turn Tyrants; and others very 
bad Subjects. How far ſuch Conceit of Merit will 
operate, when Strivings are begun in Communities, 
needs not to be enlarg d on. | 
The inordinate Love of Riches, hath no leſs In- 
Auence to excite to all Miſchiefs. This is a Luſt 
never to be ſatisfied, nor will ſtop at any Thing, 
This 
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This will facrifice Truth, Friendſhip, all Honour, 
and common Honeſty to it ſelf: All Duty to Su- 
periors, Equals, and Inferiors, muſt bow down to 
it. It will drive Men on to throw the World into 
Confuſion, that they may ſcramble for ſomething 
in it, and will prevent Peace, and better Order, 
that they may add to their unjuſt Acquiſitions. 
To thele, I may add the Power of Revenge, 
and Reſentment. How much Peace has been ſa- 
crificed to this Idol, this wicked Luſt, the Story 
of all Ages ſhews. As it is impoſſible but that 
ſome Errors will be in all Societies, it would be 
happy, if ſuch Matters could be rectified with 
Temper. But fo it is, that little Faults are by 
IIl- nature magnified, and direful Effects of them 
are artfully ſupplied. Small Failings are repreſented. 
as crying Enormities, and one wrong Step in the 
Management of the State, has been bruited abroad, 
as a total Subverſion of it. By this means, it has. 
come about, that ſuch haſty Cenſures have. ſpirited: 
up warm Reſentments from the other Side, till by 
mutual Acts, the Common Intereſt has been truly 
in Danger, and ſometimes ſuch laſting Feuds have 
riſen, as have ended in the Confuſion of the 
Community, and the Ruin of the Conſtitution. 
When Men's Paſſions have uſurp'd. the Seat of; 
Reaſon, and got the Reins into their Hands, they: 


hurry, 
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hurry them on to Extreams, and ſeldom flop, till 
they bear down all before them, | 

How far the Principles, and Paſſions before- 
mentioned, had an Influence on the Meaſures of 
thoſe Times in which the horrid Fa& of this Day 
was done, I leave to be conſider d; and, I think, 
a little impartial Conſideration will ſhew, that too 
many on both Sides were viſibly directed by ſome, 
or more of thoſe pernicious Motives, and Appe- 
tites, which involyed theſe Kingdoms in Blood 
and Deſolation. | 

The Influence of the Papifts, (ſome too near 
the King) that ever-reſtleſs Party, both at Home 
and Abroad; ſome plain Strokes of Arbitrary 
Power, and Contempt of Parliamentary Advice, 
and Aſſiſtance, and the miſguided Zeal of ſome 
Eccleſiaſticks, about the Power of the Preroga- 
tive, and about Things of no Importance to Reli- 
gion, and, both too much countenanced by the 
Court, raiſed no unjuſt Fears in the Subject. And, 
as evident it is, that an unworthy Contempt of 
Authority, and Law, private Views, and a Spirit 
of Revenge, hurried others on to make Repriſals 
that were moſt wicked. | 0 
The different Maxims, and governing Hu- 
mours of thoſe Times, which in ſeveral Shapes 
carried on the ſame End on both Sides, had their 
fatal Influence on the publick. Extreams on one 
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Hand, brought on like Extreams on the other; 
and both concurred, by the Juſtice of Divine 
Providence, to compleat the Miſery of the King- 
dom. So jult is that Obſervation in the Wiſdom Chap. 
of Solomon, Wherewithal a Man finneth, by the v.16. 
ſame ſhall he be puniſhed. 

The Words of a noble Hiſtorian to this Pur- 
pole, are very remarkable. A Man (ſays he) Clarends 
ee ſhall not unprofitably ſpend his Contemplation, 

« that upon this Occaſion conſiders the Methods 
« of God's Juſtice ; that the ſame Principles, and 
ci the ſame Application of thoſe Principles, ſhould 
„be uſed to the wreſting all Sovereign Power 
« from the Crown, which the Crown had a little 
«© before made Ule of for the extending its Autho- 
« rity and Power beyond its Bounds, to the Pre- 
„ judice of the juſt Rights of the Subject. A 
juſt Obſervation this! which ſhews that however 
vile and unparallelled in all its Circumſtances, the 
Iniquity of this Day was, yet the Guilt of thoſe 
Times is not applicable only to one Party; and 
that they who induftrioufly advance that Doctrine, 
ſhew their little Concern for Truth, and would: 
impoſe on Poſterity.. 

It will be happy for us, if we ſee the Miſtakes 
which led any . to diſcompole the Spirit 
of the Nation, and bring its woful Fate upon it, 
and avoid them. „ eee 
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It may be noted with ſome juſt Indignation, 


that we live in Times when the Crown is inſulted, 


inſtead of its invading any private Perſon's Pro- 
perty. | « he 

The Crown now raiſes no © Duty on Mer- 
« chandize by Order of the Board, which had 
been poſitively refuſed to be ſettled by Act of 
« Parliament; nor can it be ſaid now, as the 
ſame Hiſtorian ſaid of that Time, that the Foun- 
« dations of Right, by which Men valued their 
« Security, to the Apprehenſion and Underſtand- 


ing of wiſe Men, never were in more Danger 


«© to be deſtroyed. ” The Reverſe to this, 
(Thanks to Providence) is now true; however 
ſome have wickedly founded out our imminent 
Danger. | 
I o many Subjects, at this Day, preſume to 
arraign the Meaſures of their Sovereign, tho' So- 
vereign Power was never more 1mployed for the 
Subject's Good. ty 
It is the higheſt Wiſdom, and a very ſeaſona- 

ble Duty, that all Orders of Men in theſe King- 
doms, make a due Improvement of that heavy 
Providence commemorated this Day, and of the 
various Meaſures which contributed to it; ſome 
imprudent, ſome unjuſt, and wicked.” | 
Better this Day was no more, than that it 
ſhould be turned into a Day of Strife, and Malice, 
a Day 


on tze 26th of Janvaty. 25 
a Day of Rancour, and. Uncharitableneſs; and 
uſed in ſuch Manner, as by ſome it is, which plainly 
tends to the ſame Miſchiefs, and to involve us 
again in the like terrible Circumſtances. 
If the Day was obſerved with a tender Senſe of 
all choſe Calamities, which a civil War brought 
us under; with a hearty Deteſtation of every Thing 
that led to it: with a —ů for the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of the Crown, and a like Affec- 
tion for the juſt Rights of the Subject: with a 
due Eſteem for the Bleſſing of our religious, and 
civil. Rights, and with a mutual Forbearance, and 
Love to one another; this Solemnity would ever 
deſerve à Place in our Kalendar. Then we ſhould 
piouſly lament our paſt Folly and Miſery, and lay 
a ſure Foundation to prevent the like Sin and Pu- 
niſhment for the future. 
And what is it that perverts the Day, but the 
ſame Spirit that occaſioned it? What ſeditious 
Papers, and Appeals to the loweſt of the People, 
have we now, as were heretofore? What Luſt 
after Power, in ſome who are not truſted with it, 
and how much Malice, Env y, and Revenge fill 
many Breaſts againſt thoſe who are? And is thete 
not a wanton Abuſe of Liberty in our Days, as 
in Times paſt they ran into all Licentiouſneſs? 
Theſe are Evils which will be Parents of more, 
in caſe they are indulged; and as naturally tend 
Tee 0: Thapsrn 4-1 EE Sew” 


- \ 6 2 -7 
=O. * $ — 2 


1 


.%* 
2 


K 8. 13. 


e 
A 
| 
d:clus. 24. 


4 
by 


would have terminated in depriving them of their 


to draw down God's Judgments. on us, as they 
did on our Forefathers. 

Tho ſome who are influenced in this Manner; 
may not intend great Miſchiefs, yet their Meaſures 


naturally operate that Way. Few, if any, of 


thoſe, on either Side, in the Beginning of the un- 
happy Times, which this Day calls to mind, 
deſigned thoſe Conſequences which enſued. I 
thy Servant a Dog that he ſbould do this Thing? 
would, no doubt, have been once ſaid by ſome, 
who afterwards imbrew'd their Hands in the Royal 
Blood. Who imagined that the abrupt Diſſolu- 


tion of Parliaments, would end in the Ruin of 


the Crown, and the Murder of the Prince? Or 
that the firſt Clamours, and Inſults of the People, 


legal Rights? But ſo it was, as the Son of Sirach 
obſerves; The Brook became a River, and the 
River became a S. 

May we: prevent'the like Judgment, by care- 
fully avoiding the Cauſes of it; and by a ſteddy 
Adherence tò the Means of our Preſervation. It 
would be happy, if all Degrees, and Denomina- 
tions of Men; would be fo wiſe as to know when 
they are well; and reſolye, never to riſque the 
publick Tranquillity, for the Sake of any Party 


Intereſt. 


Providence hath bleſſed us with a Prince who is 
as tender of the meaneſt of his Subjects Rights, 
as he can be of his own; and as ſolicitous for the 

Common 


on the goth of January. 

Common Good, as for that of his own Family; on 
whom, and on his Poſterity, may the Crown 
for ever flouriſh. + + 361101 
We enjoy all deſireable Bleſſings under his Ma- 
jelly auſpicious Reign. Whatever is valuable, 
is ſafe to us; and may we under that Security, 

ſerve God, honour the King, and love one ano- 
ther with all Sincerity. n £1 
Then we may look back on the wicked Fact 
of this Day, and the Steps which led to it, with 
Mourning and Lamentation; and look before us, 
with Pleaſure, and Contentment; praiſing God, 
that after all our Folly and Wickedneſs, he is gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to Jet his Countenance ſhine upon 
us, and afford an agreeable Proſpect of Happineſs 
to the Generations which are yet unborn. 


Now, the God of Peace, that brought again 
from the Dead our Lord Feſus, that great 
Shepherd of the Sheep, through the Blood 
of the: everlaſting Covenant, | make | you 
perfect in every good Work to do bis Will; 

working in you that which is well pleaſing 

in his Sight, through Jeſus Chriſt ; To 
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